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We're a 
Middle 
School.



Many Different Students, Many 
Different Needs 



The problems *
● Some WANT to & can move faster, 

learn more but...

● No ability to push (or engage) those 
that are comfortable

● The kids that don't finish in class 
don't do the HW & don't get the 
skill reinforcement that they need

* Obviously, these are generalities.



Our Flipping 
Needed to Be 
Different

The 
students 
needed 
assistance 
with their 
flip.



What we had before:

1. Notes *
2. Short lab or activity

HW: Finish lab/activity 
(questions) if not done

* MS students need background knowledge.



The goal





The solution
HW: Self-Paced 
Notes before 
class

1. Skill 
reinforcement
2. Open-ended 
lab or activity

1. Self-Paced 
Notes 
2. Short 
directed lab or 
activity - finish 
in class.

HW: Skill 
reinforcement







An example: Circulatory System

HW: Self-Paced 
Notes before 
class

1. Skill 
reinforcement
2. Open inquiry 
lab: Heart Rates

1. Self-Paced 
Notes 
2. Directed lab: 
Heart Rates

HW: Skill 
reinforcement

https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B_oifAxjyG_4UUFYb3BsTDV2eDg/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XxG6iJzQDIcXLT3BYgfQ88qS_pPtmZQ8KujPxpKORvo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XxG6iJzQDIcXLT3BYgfQ88qS_pPtmZQ8KujPxpKORvo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XxG6iJzQDIcXLT3BYgfQ88qS_pPtmZQ8KujPxpKORvo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/a/apps.hopkinsschools.org/document/d/1y8t6HYrYhCZpcsr36XKGK1Sq6G2sgwAn_zaNwGWojJs/edit
https://docs.google.com/a/apps.hopkinsschools.org/document/d/1y8t6HYrYhCZpcsr36XKGK1Sq6G2sgwAn_zaNwGWojJs/edit
https://docs.google.com/a/apps.hopkinsschools.org/document/d/1y8t6HYrYhCZpcsr36XKGK1Sq6G2sgwAn_zaNwGWojJs/edit


Directed Lab 



Open Inquiry



An example: DNA replication

HW: DNA Replication 
notes before class

1.  Directed activity: 
DNA construction 
lab
2. Stop motion movie 
creation: DNA 
replication

HW: None

1. Skill 
reinforcement: DNA 
2. Directed Activity: 
DNA construction 
lab 

HW: None



An example: Cold War (SS)

HW: Cold War notes 
(BrainPop) w/ FA

1. Cold War 
presentation (in-
depth) 
2. Intro Cold War 
project
3. Begin project

HW: project planning

1. Cold War notes via 
BrainPop w/ FA
2. Intro Cold War 
project

HW: Begin project 
planning

https://docs.google.com/a/apps.hopkinsschools.org/document/d/1iyHajdQ7vcan8REPEucAw2YaU2qudovjNIme5Tx8cdQ/edit
https://docs.google.com/a/apps.hopkinsschools.org/document/d/1iyHajdQ7vcan8REPEucAw2YaU2qudovjNIme5Tx8cdQ/edit
https://docs.google.com/a/apps.hopkinsschools.org/document/d/1iyHajdQ7vcan8REPEucAw2YaU2qudovjNIme5Tx8cdQ/edit
https://docs.google.com/a/apps.hopkinsschools.org/document/d/1iyHajdQ7vcan8REPEucAw2YaU2qudovjNIme5Tx8cdQ/edit


An example: Grammar Lesson

HW: Self-Paced 
Grammar notes 
before class

1. G. Form CFA 
2. Grammar skill 
reinforcement 
activity

HW: None

1.  Google Form 
CFA 
2. Self-Paced 
grammar Notes
3. Practice with 
instructor

HW: Skill 
Reinforcement 
Practice (continue 
to FA)

HW: Self-Paced 
Grammar notes 
before class

1. G. Form CFA 
2. Grammar 
activity (more 
application & 
synthesis) with 
partner

HW: None

In-Progress ProficientEmerging

https://docs.google.com/a/apps.hopkinsschools.org/file/d/0B2v2kLtuT5qDQzFYUUpKMXBmNXc/edit
https://docs.google.com/a/apps.hopkinsschools.org/spreadsheet/viewform?formkey=dDllZUxIMFU2V1ctS2tMX1owN3pGUGc6MQ#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/a/apps.hopkinsschools.org/spreadsheet/viewform?formkey=dDllZUxIMFU2V1ctS2tMX1owN3pGUGc6MQ#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/a/apps.hopkinsschools.org/spreadsheet/viewform?formkey=dDllZUxIMFU2V1ctS2tMX1owN3pGUGc6MQ#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/a/apps.hopkinsschools.org/spreadsheet/viewform?formkey=dDllZUxIMFU2V1ctS2tMX1owN3pGUGc6MQ#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/a/apps.hopkinsschools.org/spreadsheet/viewform?formkey=dDllZUxIMFU2V1ctS2tMX1owN3pGUGc6MQ#gid=0
http://courseweb.hopkinsschools.org/mod/page/view.php?id=111156
https://docs.google.com/a/apps.hopkinsschools.org/spreadsheet/viewform?formkey=dDllZUxIMFU2V1ctS2tMX1owN3pGUGc6MQ#gid=0


An example: Geometry (mid-unit)

HW: CFA 
before class

1. Follow-up 
activity, 
working in 
groups 2-3 

HW: None

1.  CFA 
(instructiona
l notes, 
practice) 
2. Direct 
instruction, 
(re-teach) 
small group

HW: Practice

HW: CFA 
before class

1. Create a 
tutorial w/ 
partner
2. Math 
puzzles, 
tanagrams etc. 

HW: None

In-Progress ProficientEmerging



Notes - What's important

● Guided notes (not F-I-B)

● Cornell notes

● You may not want simple vocab 
definitions, but consider low level 
before high level questions

● Screencasts or pre-made videos 
aren't your only option, texts can 
work in a pinch



Guided Notes Example, High to Low

Arteries

Veins

Capillaries

Summary: Explain 
the similarities and 
differences between 
arteries, veins, and 
capillaries. 

Summary: 





Skill Reinforcement Example: DB Map

Veins Arteries



Skill Reinforcement Example: "Connect To"



Skill Reinforcement Example: Fold-a-ble



Record



Record



Record



Edit





Differentiated Work Time

Guided Notes, Video Search, 
creating a playlist

Screencasting 

Independent work

Becky

On your own

Marissa

http://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLU9E9ychtzayCLXdPSupeF7eh6OvsxuZj
http://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLU9E9ychtzayCLXdPSupeF7eh6OvsxuZj
http://youtu.be/kgkup6IrXUc
http://youtu.be/kgkup6IrXUc


Work Time

1.  Pick a topic that you teach.

2.  Browse YouTube; is there a video 

that explains your topic?  Is there a 

video that you could use for 

enrichment?


